Historic,  Archive  Document 


Do  not  assume  content  reflects  current  scientific 
knowledge,  policies,  or  practices 


I 

FiS  <L 

Vi  o,  I  S 


Circular  No.  15 


United  States  Department  of  Agriculture, 

SECTION  OF  FOREIGN  MARKETS. 


EXPORTS  OF  COTTON  FROM  EGYPT.* 

One  of  the  most  interesting  features  of  the  present  cotton  situation, 
viewed  from  a  commercial  standpoint,  is  the  growing  importance  of 
Egypt  as  an  exporting  country.  In  1879,  the  first  year  for  which  there 
are  official  statistics  as  to  the  quantity  of  cotton  shipped  from  Egypt, 
the  total  exports  were  returned  at  270,060, 813  pounds,  whereas  in  1895, 
the  latest  year  for  which  we  have  figures,  the  exportations  amounted 
to  521,427,463  pounds,  or  nearly  double  the  quantity  shipped  in  1879. 

The  following  table,  compiled  from  the  annual  trade  reports  pub- 
lished by  the  Egyptian  Government  (Le  Commerce  Exterieur  de 
l'Egypte),  shows  for  as  many  years  as  are  covered  by  the  official 
statistics  the  total  quantity  and  value  of  cotton  exported  from  that 
country,  and  also  the  average  export  price  per  annum  as  computed 
from  the  returns  of  quantity  and  value.  To  render  more  intelligible 
the  Egyptian  statistics  of  quantity  and  value,  they  have  been  con- 
verted1 into  the  corresponding  denominations  employed  in  the  United 
States.  In  the  present  table  the  Egyptian  denominations,  as  well  as 
those  of  the  United  States,  are  given.    Thp  figures  are  as  follows : 

Quantity,  value,  and  average  export  price  of  cotton  exported  from  Egypt  in  the 

years  187  to  1895,  inclusive. 


Calendar  years. 


Quantities. 


Values. 


Export 
price  per 
pound. 


1874  . 

1875  . 

1876  . 

1877  . 

1878  . 

1879  . 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 


1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 


Cantars. 


Pounds. 


2, 726, 532 
2, 558, 461 
3, 147, 596 
2, 562, 960 
2, 611,840 
3, 073, 570 
3, 188, 821 
3, 040, 803 
3, 067,013 
2, 691,835 
3, 206, 202 


Kilograms. 
191,538,  676 
228, 463, 082 
201,288, 677 
242, 758, 850 
236, 515,  800 


270, 
253, 
311, 
253, 
258, 
304, 
315, 
301, 
303, 
266, 
317, 
329. 


060, 
413, 
766, 
859, 
700, 
434, 
850, 
189, 
785, 
624, 
571 
657 


422,  269, 
503, 674 
443, 765 
535, 191 
521,427 


813 
515 
866 
138 
662 
650 
169 
104 
184 
103 
743 
826 


996 
280 
043 
016 
463 


£  E. 
9, 676, 283 
8, 853, 635 
8, 762, 712 
7, 158, 641 
5, 003,510 
8, 118, 852 
7, 467,  776 
8, 890, 630 
7, 385, 986 
7, 465, 731 
8, 237, 749 
7, 706, 399 
7,120,812 
7, 542, 567 
6, 823, 311 
8, 547, 716 
8, 272, 226 


8, 988, 826 
8, 838, 034 
8, 525, 974 
8,181,170 
9, 463, 498 


Dollars. 
48,129,832 
44, 037, 980 
43, 585, 729 
35, 607, 080 
24, 887, 459 
40, 383, 170 
37, 144, 718 
43, 564, 087 
36,191,331 
36, 582, 082 
40, 364, 9?0 
37, 761,355 
34, 891,979 
37, 282, 909 
33,  727, 626 
42, 251,360 
40, 889, 613 


44, 431,767 
43,  686, 402 
42, 143, 889 
40, 439,  523 
46, 778, 071 


Cents. 


14.95 
14.66 
13.97 
14.26 
14.14 
13.26 
11.96 
11.58 
12.27 
12.65 
13.30 
12.40 


10.52 
8.67 
9.50 
7.56 


*  Reprinted  from  Bulletin  42,  Office  of  Experiment  Stations,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 

i  \nnnvr\i-no-  to  thp  official  trade  renorts  of  Egypt  (Le  Commerce  Exterieur  de  PEgypte),  an 
E^tia^SntS  ffequa to  44  9^kUograms%.0904  pounds  avoirdupois),  that  equivalent  Having 
^^S^SlS^SSSS  issued  April  28, 1891^  Prior  to  the  year '^^^^TSSi 
tarv  nonnd  (£  E)  according  to  the  reports  of  the  Director  of  the  United  btaxes  mmi,  wab 
SSrded  as  e^^valent  to  S4  974  in  our  money.  From  1881  to  1886,  inclusive,  it  was  valued  at 
4.!Hnd  in  X  and 1 succeeding  years  at  84.943.  These  various  changes  m  equivalents  have 
been  carefully  regarded  in  making  the  conversions  required  m  the  piesent  article. 
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During  the  period  covered  by  the  above  statistics  the  export  price 
of  cotton  suffered  a  decline  almost  as  marked  as  the  increase  in  the 
quantity  of  cotton  shipped,  falling  from  14.95  cents  per  pound  in  1879 
to  8.97  cents  per  pound  in  1895.  As  a  result  of  this  fall  in  price  the 
total  value  of  the  cotton  exported,  notwithstanding  the  greatly  aug- 
mented shipments,  remained  practically  stationary.  The  average  ex- 
port price  for  the  year  1895,  however,  evinced  an  upward  tendency, 
being  considerably  higher  than  that  for  1894,  which  was  only  7.56 
cents  per  pound,  the  lowest  price  recorded  for  any  year. 

As  regards  the  destination  of  the  cotton  exported  from  Egypt,  the 
official  trade  reports  of  that  country  do  not  afford  very  full  information, 
except  for  the  more  recent  years .  Such  statistics  on  the  sub  j  ect  as  have 
been  published  in  these  reports  during  the  past  ten  years  are  summa- 
rized in  the  tables  presented  below.  These  tables  are  arranged  to  cover 
the  two  quinquennial  periods  1886-1890  and  1891-1895,  respectively, 
showing  the  quantity  and  value  of  cotton  exported  yearly  to  the  prin- 
cipal countries  of  destination,  with  annual  averages  and  percentages 
for  each  period.  It  should  be  stated  by  way  of  explanation,  however, 
that  the  countries  to  which  the  figures  are  credited  do  not  necessarily 
represent  in  every  case  the  final  destinations  of  the  cotton  shipped  to 
them,  a  considerable  portion  being  undoubtedly  redistributed  to  other 
countries.    The  tables  are  as  follows : 

Quantity  and  value  of  cotton  exported  f  rom  Egypt  to  the  principal  countries  of 
destination  during  the  five  years  1886-1890. 


QUANTITIES. 


Countries  of  destina- 
tion. 

1886. 

1887. 

1888. 

1889. 

1890. 

Annual  average. 
1886-1890. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pc 

unds. 

Per  ct. 

United  Kingdom  

185, 

151,877 

193, 770, 544 

160,404,  633 

198, 140, 991 

205,321,959 

188, 

558, 001 

62.08 

Russia   — 

44, 

589, 077 

36, 818, 866 

37, 240, 815 

31,136,413 

40, 379, 090 

38, 

032, 852 

12.52 

Austria-Hungary  

24, 

291,321 

23,  064,  795 

25, 065,  787 

35, 206,  642 

30, 085, 600 

27, 

542,  829 

9.07 

France*   

26, 

362,  242 

23, 243, 678 

20.  633,  335 

24, 642, 946 

23, 687, 319 

23, 

713,  904 

7.80 

Italy   

16, 

184, 937 

21,407,  503 

17, 976,  934 

22, 912, 853 

23, 312,616 

20, 

358, 969 

6.70 

Spain  

2 

970,  287 

2, 059, 431 

2, 777,  637 

1,994,752 

4,123, 518 

2, 

785, 125 

.92 

Other  countries  

1, 

639, 303 

3, 420, 367 

2,  524,  962 

3, 537, 146 

2, 747, 724  2, 

773, 912 

.91 

Total   

301, 

189, 104 

303, 785, 184 

266, 624, 103 

317,  571,743 

329,  657,  826 

303. 

765, 592 

100.00 

VALUES. 


Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Per  ct. 

United  Kingdom  

21,681,412 

23, 887, 359 

20,429,419!  26,458,441 

25, 488, 228 

23, 588, 972 

62.38 

Russia   

5, 094, 177 

4, 562, 260 

4, 690, 012 

4, 159, 875 

4, 999, 988 

4,701,262 

12.44 

Austria-Hungary  

2, 740,  957 

2, 866, 569 

3,137,  807 

4,  696,918 

3, 874, 907 

3,  463,431 

9.16 

France*  

3, 068, 042 

2, 855, 092 

2, 606, 592 

3, 274, 461 

2, 954, 016 

2, 951,641 

7.81 

Italy.  _   

1,844,  855 

2, 529, 501 

2, 289, 019 

3, 078, 589 

2, 904, 225 

2, 528, 638 

6.69 

Spain  

352, 648 

259, 928 

363,  795 

263,  378 

467, 875 

341,525 

.90 

Other  countries  

109,888 

325, 200 

210, 982 

319,  698 

200, 374 

233, 228 

.62 

Total   

34, 891,979 

37, 282, 909 

33,727,626  42,251,360 

40, 889,  613 

37, 808, 697 

100.00 

*  Including  a  small  amount  exported  to  Algeria. 
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Quantity  and  value  of  cotton  exported  from  Egypt  to  the  principal  countries  of 
destination  during  the  five  years  1891-1895. 

QUANTITIES. 


Countries  of  destina- 
tion. 


1891. 


1892. 


1893. 


!  Pounds. 

United  Kingdom   256, 507, 292 

Russia   ---  74,471,085 

France   25, 683, 874 

Austria-Hungary   27, 299, 820 

Italy   24,884,551! 

Germany.   ;   2, 163, 059  i 

America  1  2,520,494| 

Spain   4,606,856: 

Switzerland  i  201,540| 

British  East  Indies   736, 504  i 

Turkey...    1,946,684; 

Belgium     93,489, 

Greece   579, 204, 

Roumania   503,665! 

Other  countries   71 , 879 

 1 

Total    422, 


Pound?. 
272, 546,  242 : 
98, 109,  662 i 
31.102,1171 
29,611,872! 
28,  634,  533 
17,  523,  883 
8,537,349^ 
8, 555,868' 
4,751,121 
1,258,337' 
1,965,3041 
318, 671 
366,540; 
302, 509 
90,  272' 


Pounds. 
219, 007, 381 
92, 390, 002 
25, 728, 233 
21, 166, 352 
23, 988, 973 
20, 432,  722 
10, 280, 527 
12, 395, 798 
10, 388, 158 
2, 383, 487 
1,039, 137 
696, 911 
331,112 
141,508 
3, 394, 742 


1894. 


Annual  ayerage, 
1891-1895. 


Pounds,  i 
253, 381,  606 
118,488,294! 
32, 474,714 
29, 435, 755 
31,808,037 
16,479,755 
19, 064, 121 ! 
15,  757,632 
9,352,  880! 
3,274,  743 1 
1,232.  0521 
2,526, 054  i 
241,185 
231,595' 
1,442,  593 1 


Pound*. 
•282, 188,  494 
70, 033,  723 
37, 520,  318 
24, 739,  694 
19,001,730; 
20, 414, 451 1 
23,  726,341, 
14,  252,  427 
20,  872, 130 
5,  359,  762 
1,514,  684 
774, 152 
254,523 
138,8911 
636, 143! 


Ponnd.<. 
$56,  726,  203 
90, 698,  553 
30, 501,851 
26,450,  699 
25, 683,  565 
15, 402, 774 
12, 825,  766 ! 
11,113,716 
9,113,166 
2, 602,  567 
1,539,572 
881,855 
354, 513 
263, 634 
1,127,128! 


Perct. 
52.91 
18.69 
6.29 
5.45 
5.29 
3-17 
2.64 
2.29 
1.88 
.54 
.32 
.18 
.07 
.05 
.23 


996  503,  674,  280443.  765,  043  535, 191,  016  521,  427,  463  485,  265,  560,  100.00 


VALUES. 


Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Dollars. 

Perct. 

United  Kingdom  

26, 740,  602 

23, 671,276 

20,  792, 373 

19, 259,  895 

25, 537,  313 

23, 200, 292 

53.34 

Russia    

8,  003, 221 

8,  548,  024 

8,  785,184 

8, 948,  303 

6, 104,  585 

8. 077, 863 

18.57 

France  

2, 745, 540 

2, 679, 121 

2, 444,  798 

2. 428, 219 

3, 358, 398 

2,  731,215 

6.28 

Austria-Hungary  

2, 932, 227 

2, 588,  699 

2, 016,  996 

2, 143,  428 

2, 182, 512 

2. 372, 772 

5.46 

Italy  

2, 643, 413 

2,460,057 

2, 297, 724 

2, 439,  499 

1,671,599 

2,  302,  458 

5.29 

Germany  

235, 905 

1,537,322 

1,950,  705 

1,251,711 

1, 904, 835 

1,376,096 

3.16 

America  

261,707 

733, 403 

987, 621 

1,397,228 

2,174, 925 

1,110,977 

2.55 

Spain  

467,845! 

756,511 

1,180,  413 

1, 228,  064 

1,233,323 

973, 231 

2.24 

Switzerland  

20, 158 

424, 643 

994, 274 

711,698 

1,949,020 

819, 959 

1.89 

British  East  Indies 

82, 162 

107, 579 

233,  063 

246, 463 

437,030 

221,260 

.51 

Tfcirkey    

167, 637 

89, 068 

43, 627 

48, 832 

60, 166 

81,866 

.19 

Belgium   

10,356 

28, 047 

68, 263 

190, 414 

69, 202 

73, 256 

.17 

Greece   

60, 665 

31,675 

31,497 

17, 933 

21, 764 

32, 707 

.07 

Roumania  

55, 020 

25, 540 

13,  376 

17, 360 

13, 865 

25, 032 

.06 

Other  countries  

5, 309 

5, 437 

303,  975 

110, 476 

59, 534 

96, 946 

.22 

Total  

44,431,767 

1 

43, 686, 402 

42,143,889 

40,439,523 

46,  778,  071 

43, 495,  930 

100.00 

From  the  statistics  presented  in  the  above  tables  it  will  be  seen 
that  considerably  more  than  half  of  the  cotton  exported  from  Egypt 
during  the  ten  years  1886  to  1895  was  shipped  to  the  United  King- 
dom. In  the  quinquennial  period  1886-1890,  about  62  per  cent  of 
the  total  exports  went  to  that  country,  the  residue  being  consigned 
chiefly  to  Russia,  Austria-Hungary,  France,  and  Italy.  During  the 
succeeding  quinquennium,  1891-1895,  the  distribution  of  Egyptian 
cotton  became  much  more  general.  The  amount  sent  to  the  United 
Kingdom  continued  to  increase,  but  did  not  constitute  so  large  a 
proportion  of  the  total  shipments  as  in  the  five-year  period  preceding, 
although  still  amounting  to  about  53  per  cent.  The  exportations  to 
Russia  grew  rapidly  in  importance,  the  annual  average  for  the 
second  quinquennium  being  more  than  double  that  for  the  first,  and 
amounting  to  nearly  one-fifth  of  the  total  exports.  The  shipments 
to  France  and  Italy  also  increased,  but  those  to  Austria-Hungary 
did  not  average  quite  so  large. 

Among  the  countries  not  previously  specified  to  which  shipments 
of  some  importance  were  consigned  during  this  period  should  be 
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mentioned  Germany,  America,  Spain  and  Switzerland.  These  four 
countries,  according  to  the  Egyptian  statistics,  received  about  10  per 
cent  of  the  cotton  exported  in  the  five  years  1891-1895.  The  ship- 
ments recorded  as  going  to  America  amounted  to  only  2.64  per  cent  of 
the  total.  Unfortunately  the  Egyptian  trade  reports  do  not  contain 
a  separate  statement  of  the  cotton  shipped  to  the  United  States.  It 
may  be  safely  inferred,  however,  that  the  exports  credited  to  ' 4 Amer- 
ica," in  these  reports  come  almost  exclusively  to  this  country. 

Prior  to  1891  these  shipments  were  insignificant,  but  from  that  year 
they  began  to  increase  with  great  rapidity,  amounting  in  1895  to 
23,726,341  pounds  as  compared  with  2,520,494  pounds  in  1891.  It  is 
to  be  understood,  of  course,  that  these  figures  relate  solely  to  cotton 
sent  directly  to  America.  Cotton  had  been  exported  to  this  country 
by  the  way  of  Great  Britain  for  quite  a  number  of  years,  but  in  the 
Egyptian  trade  reports  these  shipments  are  credited  to  the  United 
Kingdom.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is  that  the  cotton  shipped  from 
Liverpool  and  other  British  ports  to  the  United  States  has  been  almost 
entirely  of  Egyptian  origin.  The  extent  to  which  we  have  imported 
cotton  through  the  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  will  be  seen  from 
the  following  tables,  covering  the  years  1875  to  1896,  inclusive.  These 
tables  have  been  compiled  from  the  official  commerce  reports  pub- 
lished by  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  the  United  States  Treasury 
Department,  and  besides  showing  our  imports  of  cotton  from  the 
United  Kingdom,  they  exhibit  the  amount  received  directly  from 
Egypt,  from  Peru,  and  from  all  other  countries.    They  are  as  follows : 

Quantity  and  value  of  cotton  imported  into  the  United  States  from  the  principal 
sources  of  supply  during  the  fiscal  years  1875  to  1896,  inclusive. 

QUANTITIES. 


Years  ended  June  30- 


1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 


United 
Kingdom. 


Pounds. 

888, 738 
1,196,470 
1,  983,  760 
2, 043, 906 
2, 174, 553 
2, 487, 303 
2, 453, 495 
3, 673, 297 
3, 181,910 
4, 893, 225 
3, 569, 549 
3, 248, 637 
2, 739, 610 
3, 926,  226 
4, 793, 189 
5, 062, 058 
8, 553, 982 
8, 123, 795 

11,164, 410 
7, 509,  773 

17, 738, 798 
9, 530, 252 


Egypt. 


Pounds. 


174, 346 
75, 772 
138, 792 
143, 415 
519, 848 
2, 933, 466 
2, 947, 741 
10, 186, 345 
16, 763,  723 
28,121,282 
18, 338, 900 
29,931,948 
43, 574, 769 


Peru. 


Pounds. 


446 


5,135 
33, 466 
28,252 
2, 773 
301,  623 
341,181 
1,844, 999 
3, 411,619 
1,171,515 
1,197,272 
1,661,333 


Other 
countries. 


Total. 


Pounds. 
1,260, 594 
1,254,  949 
672, 807 
988, 107 
819, 124 
1,060, 489 
1,996,371 
666,  655 
900, 035 
1,951,475 
1,470,  359 
1,679,770 
1,008, 040 
1,023, 266 
243, 611 
294,  627 
1,827,309 
1,931,252 
670, 641 
685, 761 
464, 004 
584, 166 


Pounds. 
2, 149, 332 
2,451,419 
2, 656, 567 
3,032,013 
2, 993, 677 
3, 547, 792 
4, 449, 866 
4, 339, 952 
4, 081,945 
7, 019, 492 
5, 115, 680 
5, 072, 334 
3, 924, 531 
5, 497, 592 
7, 973, 039 
8, 606, 049 
20, 908, 817 
28, 663, 769 
43, 367, 952 
27, 705, 949 
49, 332, 022 
55, 350, 520 


5 


Quantity  and  value  of  cotton  imported  into  the  United  States  from  the  principal 
sources  of  supply  during  the  fiscal  years  1875  to  1896,  inclusive — Continued. 

VALUES. 


Years  ended  June  30- 


United 
Kingdom. 


1875 
1876 
1877 
1878 
1879 
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
1884 
1885 
1886 
1887 
1888 
1889 
1890 
1891 
1892 
1893 
1894 
1895 
1896 


Dolla 
209, 
232, 
327, 
337, 
415, 
444, 
454, 


648, 

1,026, 
678, 
479, 
382, 
578, 
702, 
843, 

1,216, 
990, 

1,252, 
814, 

1,736. 

1,189, 


rs. 
487 
186 
249 
490 
569 
036 
004 
187 
008 
014 
600 
769 
202 
912 
327 
669 
742 
742 
885 
555 
546 
070 


Egypt. 


Dolla  n 


Peru. 


Other 
countries. 


Dollars. 


28, 938 

42 

12, 676 
21,950 

770 

22,  637 

4,044 

75,337 

3, 088 

460, 805 

310 

460, 535 

50, 390 

1,376,  258 

54,754 

1, 856, 885 

267, 518 

2,  924,  722 

422, 992 

1,930, 987 

166,  046 

2, 798, 272 

128, 959 

5,129,256 

209, 319 

Dollars. 
199, 321 
149, 537 
86, 254 
132, 392 
84, 362 
147,  084 
303,  304 
109, 657 
152, 524 
324,  856 
263, 484 
170,019 
125,  045 
87, 463 
31,063 
38, 134 
177, 250 
102, 376 
88, 200 
92,300 
50, 598 
50, 567 


Total. 


Dollars. 
408, 808 
381, 723 
413, 503 
469, 882 
499, 931 
591,120 
757, 308 
789,844 
800, 532 
1,379,850 
954, 760 
672, 508 
533, 928 
744,  800 
1,194, 505 
1,392,  728 
2,  825,  004 
3, 217, 521 
4, 688, 799 
3, 003, 888 
4, 714, 375 
6, 578, 212 


According  to  the  official  statistics  of  our  commerce  presented  above, 
the  first  consignments  of  Egyptian  cotton  coming  directly  to  the 
United  States  were  received  during  the  fiscal  year  1884,  and  amounted 
to  174,346  pounds.  From  this  small  beginning  our  direct  imports 
rapidly  increased  until  in  the  fiscal  year  1896  they  had  reached  no 
less  a  figure  than  43,574,769  pounds. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  returns  of  our  importations  of  cotton  from 
Egypt  as  given  in  the  commerce  reports  of  the  United  States  are  some- 
what at  variance  with  those  quoted  from  the  official  trade  reports 
published  by  the  Egyptian  Government.  This  is  partly  explained  by 
the  fact  that  the  figures  given  in  our  reports  are  for  the  fiscal  years 
ended  June  30,  while  the  Egyptian  returns  are  for  the  calendar  years. 
Another  and  more  important  explanation  lies  in  the  different  methods 
of  recording  trade  statistics  employed  in  the  two  countries.  As  far 
as  the  general  course  of  the  trade  is  concerned,  however,  the  statis- 
tics of  both  countries  practically  agree. 

With  the  exception  of  Egypt,  the  only  cotton-producing  country 
from  which  the  United  States  imports  any  considerable  amount  is 
Peru.  The  Peruvian  cotton,  like  the  Egyptian,  owes  its  use  in  this 
country  to  certain  peculiarities  of  quality  that  make  it  better  fitted 
for  some  special  purposes  than  our  own  varieties,  but  neither  the 
Peruvian  nor  the  Egyptian  can  properly  be  said  to  come  into  direct 
competition  with  our  native  cottons .  As  compared  with  the  Egyptian, 
however,  the  quantity  of  Peruvian  cotton  imported  is  very  small. 
The  largest  importation  ever  recorded,  that  for  the  fiscal  year  1893, 
amounted  to  only  3,411,619  pounds. 
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It  is  probable  that  small  shipments  of  Peruvian  cotton  reach  the 
United  States  through  Liverpool  and  other  British  ports,  but  the 
quantity  thus  imported  is  comparatively  unimportant.  As  has 
already  been  intimated,  the  major  portion  of  the  cotton  shipped  to 
this  country  from  the  ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  is  undoubtedly 
of  Egyptian  origin.  During  the  five  years  just  ended  our  imports 
from  the  United  Kingdom  have  averaged  more  than  10,000,000 
pounds  per  annum,  whereas  in  the  first  five  years  covered  by  the 
foregoing  tables,  1875-1879,  the  average  importation  per  annum  was 
less  than  2,000,000  pounds.  This  increase  was  not  nearly  so  rapid, 
however,  as  the  growth  since  1884  in  our  direct  imports  from  Egypt. 

In  the  figures  recorded  for  the  last  few  years  an  indication  may  be 
had  of  the  extent  to  which  our  import  trade  in  Egyptian  cotton  is 
being  diverted  from  the  British  ports  that  formerly  monopolized  it 
into  a  more  direct  and  natural  route.  Although  the  fiscal  year  1805 
was  marked  by  the  largest  importation  of  cotton  from  the  United 
Kingdom  ever  reported,  17,738,798  pounds,  the  quantity  imported  in 
1896  fell  to  9,530,252  pounds.  Meanwhile  our  direct  imports  from 
Egypt  advanced  from  29,931,948  pounds  in  1895  to  43,574,769  pounds 
in  1896.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  gain  in  our  direct  trade  with 
Egypt  was  very  much  greater  than  the  loss  in  the  trade  coming  by 
the  way  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

During  the  year  ended  June  30,  1896,  according  to  the  official 
trade  statistics  of  the  United  States,  our  total  imports  of  cotton  from 
all  sources  amounted  to  55,350,520  pounds,  the  largest  in  our  history, 
and  of  this  quantity  it  is  safe  to  say  that  not  less  than  50,000,000 
pounds  consisted  of  Egyptian  cotton. 

Frank  H.  Hitchcock, 
Chief  of  Section  of  Foreign  Markets. 

Approved : 

James  Wilson, 

Secretary. 
Washington,  D.  C,  May  12,  1897. 
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The  publications  heretofore  issued  by  the  Section  of  Foreign  Mar- 
kets are  as  follows : 

Bulletins  (to  be  procured  at  the  prices  indicated  from  the  Superintendent  of 
Documents,  Union  Building,  Washington,  D.  C. ) : 
No.  1.— Great  Britain  and  Ireland.    Price  (including  supplement),  10  cents. 
No.  2. — The  German  Empire.    Price,  5  cents. 
No.  3. — France,  Price,  5  cents. 
No.  4. — Canada.    Price,  5  cents. 
No.  5. — Netherlands.    Price,  5  cents. 
No.  6. — Belgium.    Price,  5  cents. 
No.  7. — Norway.    Price,  5  cents. 
No.  8. — Sweden.    Price,  5  cents. 

Circulars  (for  free  distribution.  Apply  to  the  Secretary  of  Agriculture, 
Washington,  D.  C.)  : 

No.  1. — Peaches  and  Other  Fruits  in  England.  (Exhausted.) 

No.  2. — American  Dried  Apples  in  the  German  Empire. 

No.  3.— Imports  and  Exports  for  1893  and  1894.    (Exhausted. ) 

No.  4. — An  Example  for  American  Farmers  and  Dairymen.    (Exhausted. ) 

No.  5. — The  Treaty  of  Shimonoseki  between  China  and  Japan  of  April  IT. 
1895,  and  Our  Possibilities  of  Trade  with  those  Countries. 

No.  6.— Imports  and  Exports  for  1893,  1894,  and  1895.    (Exhausted.  ) 

No.  7. — Extension  of  Markets  for  American  Feed  Stuffs. 

No.  8. — The  Manchester  District  of  England  as  a  Market  for  American  Prod- 
ucts. . 

No.  9.— Imports  and  Exports  for  1893,  1894,  1895.  and  1896. 

No.  10. — Course  of  Wheat  Production  and  Exportation  in  the  United  States. 
Canada,  Argentina,  Uruguay,  Russia,  and  British  India  from  1880  to  1896. 

No.  11. — Agricultural  Products  Imported  and  Exported  by  the  United  States 
in  the  Years  Ended  June  30,  1892  to  1896,  Inclusive. 

No.  12. — Sources  of  the  Principal  Agricultural  Imports  of  the  United  States 
during  the  Five  Years  Ended  June  30,  1896. 

No.  13. — Distribution  of  the  Principal  Agricultural  Exports  of  the  United 
States  during  the  Five  Years  Ended  June  30,  1896. 

No.  14. — Hamburg  as  a  Market  for  American  Products. 
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